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Foreword
This annual report covers the first 15 months of the newly-established European Lawyers Foundation (ELF).

The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) established ELF in October 2014 in the international capital of
peace and justice - The Hague, Netherlands. The main aim was (and still is) to launch and use an independent vehicle for
European lawyers, thereby implementing added-value projects in the field of justice, covering also human rights and the
rule of law.
We held our public launch in The Hague in April 2015 together with an international conference on the role of lawyers
before international courts. We had a prestigious list of speakers, including judges and officials from the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, the International Criminal Court, and
the Permanent Court of Arbitration, the Court of Justice of the European Union and the European Court of Human Rights.
ELF has had a very busy start. It has participated in more than 9 projects both inside and outside the European Union. ELF
has not limited its activity to one field of law. In e-justice, for instance, ELF is further developing the Find-A-Lawyer project;
it is participating in the large inter-governmental project e-CODEX; and takes part in another project designed to create a
roadmap for videoconferencing in the area of justice in the EU.

ELF is also involved in EU criminal law issues, with two projects starting in 2015: one on the implementation of the three
minimum procedural safeguards directives for suspects and defendants, and the other on the European Arrest Warrant.
ELF's projects go well beyond the EU’s borders, for instance by supporting Ukrainian lawyers in improving the quality of
legal services in Ukraine, and by conducting missions to Venezuela and Zimbabwe designed to collaborate with local
lawyers in addressing their needs.

The establishment of ELF represents and echoes the clear commitment of European lawyers to justice, human rights and
the rule of law.

This annual report also demonstrates how important it is to continue having European lawyers as invaluable contributors
to improve access to justice, to promote the rule of law and to support lawyers facing difficult situations in defence of
human rights worldwide.
Last but not least, I would like to thank all supporters who make our work possible. A special acknowledgement must be
rendered to the European Commission for its belief in our work through the award of projects. We owe thanks to The
Hague municipality which has given us significant support; we are also indebted to many European national bars and law
societies. In this respect a special mention must be given to the Dutch bar, which hosts us in its premises in The Hague, to
the French Bar (Conseil National des Barreaux), the Paris Bar and the Conférence des Bâtonniers for their generous
financial support, and, finally, also to the Spanish Bar, which has sponsored in many ways some of our activities.
After these first successful 15 months in the life of ELF, we will proudly continue our work with new ideas and renewed
energies to visibly increase the activities of European lawyers in favour of justice, the rule of law and human rights.
Prof. Friedrich Graf von Westphalen
Chair of the Board of Directors
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European Lawyers Foundation
The European Lawyers Foundation was established on 27th of August 2014 in The Hague, Netherlands. It has two main
objectives:

- to undertake activities that relate to the exercise of the profession of lawyers, the development of the law and practice
pertaining to rule of law and administration of justice, and substantive developments in the law itself, both at a European
and international level as well as issues of justice policies in Europe;

- to monitor actively the defence of the rule of law, protection of fundamental and human rights and freedoms, including
the right of access to justice and protection of the client, and the protection of democratic values inextricably associated
with such rights and to perform everything (directly or indirectly) related or conducive to the above in the broadest sense.
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Structure of the organisation
The European Lawyers Foundation is composed of three main bodies: a Board of Directors, a Supervisor, and an Advisory
Board. The daily work is carried out by a Secretariat.
The Board of Directors

The Board of Directors is formed by three members. The Board is the main body of the Foundation; it is the decisionmaking body and it provides the guidelines of the Foundation’s activities.
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Special Advisor in 2015

Jonathan Goldsmith

Supervisor
The Supervisor supervises the financial affairs, and provides advice on the Foundation’s finances.

Jean-Jacques Forrer

Founda on Supervisor Advisory Board

The Advisory Board in 2014 was composed of 10 experts from 10 different EU Member States. In 2015, there were 11
experts from 11 different EU Member States.
Its role is to give advice to the Board on strategic issues and other issues of major importance.
2014 Advisory Board
Laris Vrahimis (Cyprus)
Bertrand Debosque (France)
Dr. Christian Lemke (Germany)
Georgios Papadopoulos (Greece)
Péter Köves (Hungary)
Dominika Stecyk (Poland)
Konrad Plaustajner (Slovenia)
Marta Isern (Spain)
Hans Vogels (The Netherlands)
Anna Prag (United Kingdom)
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2015 Advisory Board
Yves Oschinsky (Belgium)
Laris Vrahimis (Cyprus)
Bertrand Debosque (France)
Dr. Christian Lemke (Germany)
Georgios Papadopoulos (Greece)
Péter Köves (Hungary)
Dominika Stecyk (Poland)
Konrad Plaustajner (Slovenia)
Marta Isern (Spain)
Hans Vogels (The Netherlands)
Lucy Hicks (United Kingdom)
Secretariat

The Foundation’s Secretariat is responsible for the Foundation’s day-to-day business. It is composed of people with
knowledge of both the legal profession and project management. The Secretariat is headed by a Managing Director. And
it relies on external experts when specific needs have to be met in some projects.

Alonso Hernandez-Pinzon Garcia
Managing Director

Féline van der Heyden
Office Manager
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Projects in 2014 and 2015
FIND-A-LAWYER 2
The Find-A-Lawyer (FAL) project created a European search engine of participating national bars’ lawyer
databases, allowing citizens of the European Union (EU) to access a lawyer in another Member State using their
own language and through a single point of entry. Building on the success of FAL 1 (available on the European
Commission’s e-Justice portal from October 2014), Find-A-Lawyer 2 (FAL 2) went further and created a
prototype for verifying lawyers’ e-identity in cross-border legal transactions. The Council of Bars and Law
Societies of Europe (CCBE) presented a proposal to the European Commission in 2012 for the implementation
of FAL 2. The European Lawyers Foundation (ELF) helped the CCBE in the final stage of the implementation of
this project.
The main objective of FAL 2 was to build a prototype which used electronic means to verify one’s status as a
qualified lawyer in cross-border e-proceedings. FAL 2 will also be linked to the e-CODEX project, currently being
implemented by the European Commission and many member States to interconnect national e-Justice
systems and enable secure electronic communication and data exchange. Within the framework of e-CODEX,
FAL 2 will provide the necessary solution to ensure that the person claiming to be a lawyer is indeed a qualified
lawyer in his/her home jurisdiction and is, thus, able to fill in claims on behalf of the client through e-Justice
procedures available, for instance, under e-CODEX.
The benefits: In the “physical world”, proving the lawyer’s identity can be an indispensable element in dealings
with other actors involved in legal proceedings. With FAL 2, proving the lawyer’s identity becomes also possible
in the “digital world”, in a cross-border context, adding reliability and legal certainty in electronic legal
proceedings where lawyers are involved. FAL 2 is therefore a lawyers’ own-initiative solution for real-time and
trusted verification of lawyers’ e-identity.
Participating bars:
The following national Bars participated in the pilot project FAL 2:
- Ordre des Barreaux Francophones et Germanophones
- Orde van Vlaamse Balies
- Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer
- Conseil National des Barreaux
- Eesti Advokatuur
- Ordre des Avocats du Barreau de Luxembourg
- Nederlandse Orde van Advocaten
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EUROPEAN TRAINING PLATFORM
As the European Single Market becomes more open and integrated, there is an ever increasing number of crossborder legal transactions, together with growing interaction between the different national laws of Member
States of the European Union. This leads to a greater need for lawyers from different Member States to
familiarise themselves more with the legal systems of their neighbours, and to apply EU law consistently at all
levels. For that reason, the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) decided to present a proposal to
the European Commission for the implementation of the European Training Platform (ETP). The European
Lawyers Foundation (ELF) helped the CCBE in the final stage of the implementation of this project.
ETP consists of an IT platform which provides information about courses for lawyers in a cross-border context.
All relevant information from participating national and European-level training providers about training
activities and courses will be made available on-line. Lawyers will therefore be able to access the widest and
most inclusive catalogue of EU and national law courses across the EU. The system is intended to allow custom
search according to predefined search fields (such as title of course, venue, date, language, practice area etc.),
which will make it easier for lawyers to find a training course tailored to their needs. The project started on 1st
February 2013 for a period of two years. Once implemented, the ETP is expected to be hosted on the European
Commission’s e-Justice portal and should serve as a model for future training initiatives by other professions.
The benefits: The successful implementation of ETP will be a win-win solution for all parties involved. For
training providers, the platform will be a powerful marketing and communication tool to promote their
activities and become more visible both at home and abroad. For lawyers, the platform will increase the level
and accessibility of information on training courses in other EU countries, by offering the possibility of a
personalised and time-saving search. For the European Commission, the project will contribute significantly to
the implementation of the European e-Justice strategy, as well as the broader vision of a common European
legal culture.
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E-CODEX

The European Lawyers Foundation (ELF) is assisting the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) in the eCODEX project, a large-scale e-Justice project funded by the European Commission and led by a consortium
composed mainly of Member States (see more detail below). The goal of e-CODEX is to “improve the cross-border
access of citizens and businesses to legal means in Europe as well as to improve the interoperability between legal
authorities within the EU.” e-CODEX’s aims are:









Contributing to the implementation of the EU legal framework and the e-Justice action plan, with due respect
to subsidiarity
Achieving interoperability between existing national judicial systems
Enabling all Member States to work together towards a more effective judicial system in Europe
Improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the processing of the increasing number of cross-border
proceedings, especially in civil, criminal and commercial matters
Contributing to a safer environment for citizens inside the EU
Modernizing the judicial systems in Europe
Increasing collaboration and exchange between judicial systems of the Member States
e-CODEX at a glance

e-CODEX is funded through the ICT Policy Support Programme under the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework
Programme (CIP)
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TRAINAC
This project aims to achieve a comprehensive analysis of the implementation at a national level (in the countries
where the Directives apply) of the following three Directives:




Directive 2010/64 on the right to interpretation and translation in criminal proceedings;
Directive 2012/13) on the right to information in criminal proceedings; and
Directive 2013/48 on the right of access to a lawyer in criminal proceedings and in European arrest
warrant proceedings, and on the right to have a third party informed upon deprivation of liberty and to
communicate with third persons and with consular authorities while deprived of liberty.

The project identified how the Directives have been implemented at a national level and whether they have been
implemented in accordance with the legislation. The project also identified good practices which have been
applied in different Member States. Such good practices may be of assistance to Member States that are
experiencing difficulties in implementing the Directives. In addition, the project proposed recommendations that
can ensure that the objectives of the Directives are fulfilled by Member States.
This project was implemented in partnership with the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE).
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EU LITIGATION FOR LAWYERS
This project, which is coordinated by the Academy of European Law (ERA), aims to organise a series of seminars on
litigation for lawyers before the Court of Justice of the European Union. For the implementation of this project, ERA
and the European Lawyers Foundation cooperate with nine partners: Spanish National Bar, Athens Bar Association,
National Council of Legal Advisers from Poland, Bar Council of Ireland, Law Society of Ireland, Finnish Bar
Association, Haute Ecole des Avocats Conseil, Ecole Régionale des Avocats du Grand Est and Délégation des
Barreaux de France.
Objectives
– Transmission of knowledge on the proceedings before the Court of Justice.
– Enabling participants to use this knowledge adequately in practice.
– Discussion of problems of application of the rules of procedure and interpretation in hypothetical and actual
cases.
– Exchange of experience and best practices.
– Stimulation of networking among the participants enabling them to exchange their experience from different
legal cultures.
– Increasing the pool of lawyers capable of representing the applicants before the Court of Justice.
– Increasing the pool of expert trainers on the proceedings before the Court of Justice.

13

VIDEOCONFERENCING
The objective of the project “Multi-aspect initiative to improve cross-border videoconferencing” (led by the
Austrian Ministry of Justice) is to promote the practical use of, and to share best practice and expertise on the
organisational, technical and legal aspects of, cross-border videoconferencing (VC) in order to help improve the
overall functioning of e-Justice systems in Member States and at European level. The sub-goals are:




Improve organising and running cross-border videoconferences between the EU Member States by
providing VC users enhanced guidelines and step-by-step protocol for typical cross-border VC use-cases.
Enhance the technical interoperability for videoconferencing by doing practical VC connection tests
between the participating MS.
Create an improved version of a form for requesting / confirming a videoconference together with static
public information to be published on the European e-Justice Portal.

The expected results are the following








Guideline document on civil and criminal use-cases, which can achieve high benefit from cross-border VC
Guideline document with improved step-by-step instructions (“protocol”) for typical VC use-cases, which
combines technical (e.g. starting, accepting a call) and judicial (e.g. identify witnesses, experts, suspected
and accused persons) and organisational elements (e.g. requesting/confirming the detail parameters for
the VC)
Practical technical VC connection tests between the participating MS
Documentation on test results (working parameters, failures, recommendations)
Guideline document summarising the recommended technical standards from a practical perspective and
with practical tips to make VC work
Improved form for requesting/confirming a VC containing the variable and/or confidential parameters for
the videoconference and recommendations for the public and static VC parameters to be published on the
European e-Justice Portal.
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FIND-A-LAWYER 3
Objectives
Find-A-Lawyer 3 (FAL 3) will be structured into the three following pillars which represent the key objectives of the
new project:
A. Improvement of the current operations of Find-A-Lawyer 1 (FAL 1- online lawyers search directory) and Find-ALawyer 2 (FAL 2- Lawyer’s role e-verification)
B. Feasibility study for the inclusion of new services in FAL 1
C. Sustainability of FAL 2 until it goes live on the e-Justice portal, and integration tests with other systems.
Activities
For each of the three key objectives mentioned above the following activities will be undertaken:
Objective A




Coordination of the efforts to improve consistency and data quality in FAL 1 participating bars (e.g. phone
and fax numbers should be in international format and lawyers should be encouraged to provide e-mail
addresses or professional websites – if available).
Coordination of the efforts to extend the search fields supported by each FAL 1 participating bar (with
main focus on spoken languages and practice areas) to improve the user experience.
Coordination of the efforts to increase participation in FAL 2.

Objective B




Policy and technical analysis of a more customised FAL 1 according to the preferences of national bars and
the specificities of each national jurisdiction (possibility for bars to add more search fields in the existing
common-for-everyone interface).
Study on the inclusion of more sensitive functionalities in the FAL Search Engine such as the rating of
lawyers and feedback from clients.
Study on setting up an identity provider producing identities for lawyers and allowing them to
authenticate themselves in this way in order to access other electronic systems.

Objective C




Hosting of the FAL 2 server and technical assistance to newcomers until the project goes live on the eJustice portal.
Real testing between FAL 2 and e-CODEX on the e-Justice portal in cooperation with the European
Commission.
Possible testing with other EU-funded projects which require verification of the lawyers’ role (e.g. iSupport)
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EAW RIGHTS
Objectives
The project aims to contribute to the correct and consistent implementation of the European Arrest Warrant (EAW)
as required in the call for proposals. In particular, the project will focus on the following objectives:




Identification of the implementation at national level of the Framework Decision 2002/584/JHA on the
European Arrest Warrant in all EU Member States.
Identification of good practices carried out in the 28 Member States in order to ensure defence rights.
Presentation of recommendations focused on the improvement of defence rights in EAW cases.

Activities
The objectives will be achieved in three parts which will take the form of a study:




Part (1) an analysis of the implementation of certain aspects of the EAW in all Member States.
Part (2) identifying good practices that have been implemented in Member States.
Part (3) providing recommendations to improve defence rights in EAW cases.
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UKRAINE
The ELF participated in a project financed by the International Bar Association (IBA) in Ukraine. The ELF, IBA and the
CCBE were the partners in this project, whose aim was to collaborate in the improvement of the quality of legal
services in the country. The implementation of the project started in November of 2014 and its activities were
carried on until March 2016.
The project was focused on the following areas
1.

2.

3.

Professional training of advocates in Ukraine: the system of compulsory continuing professional
development (CPD) for advocates is provided by the Ukrainian Law on Advocacy and Advocates Activity of
2012. The internal rules and procedures have been already put in place. However, that system can be
improved to be more effective for advocates and Bar Councils.
Rights of audience: the public interest in ensuring the right of people to receive professional and qualified
legal assistance is not guaranteed by the state at present. The project looked at possibilities to introduce,
amongst other things, limited rights of audience, ensuring that only advocates can represent clients in
courts (in all capacities in criminal cases, in civil cases and administrative cases). This will give an additional
security for clients since only advocates enjoy the system of professional guarantees (independence,
confidentiality, immunity to be questioned with regard to their clients’ cases etc.) which are in the interest
of their clients.
Introduction of professional insurance for advocates. Ukrainian law does not provide for compulsory
professional insurance for advocates. Even voluntary insurance is not widespread in Ukraine, since
insurance companies either do not want to provide such a service, or they provide it with a lot of
disclaimers and for high premiums. This situation leads to a lack of protection of clients’ interests and
difficulties for Ukrainian lawyers to compete with international law firms based in Ukraine, which can
provide global insurance from their head offices abroad. Particularly, it becomes a problem for Ukrainian
lawyers when dealing with international clients, who usually ask for professional insurance or are obliged
to ask for it according to their internal compliance rules. The assistance of international experts from this
project in drafting legislation and rules on implementation of compulsory professional insurance for
Ukrainian advocates was very important.
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VENEZUELA
The European Lawyers Foundation (ELF) is following with concern the situation facing lawyers in Venezuela who
work as human rights defenders. With the generous support of the Spanish Bar (www.abogacia.es) and the
Barcelona Bar (www.icab.cat), ELF conducted two missions to Venezuela during 2015. The first was conducted in
June 2015, in order to understand at first hand the problems facing lawyers and other human rights activists
persecuted by the Government for wishing to re-establish the rule of law.
Because of the worsening situation experienced by Venezuelan lawyers, a second meeting took place in
September/October 2015. This time the mission included experts from different European countries.
ELF aims to continue giving support to our Venezuelan colleagues in their difficult situation, particularly to Foro
Penal Venezolano (http://www.foropenal.com/) with their tireless efforts to represent free of charge those many
Venezuelans who are persecuted by the Government simply for exercising their basic human rights. We hope to
have some projects soon to assist them.
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Annual financial report
The Foundation’s first financial year ended on December 31, 2015 according to it statutes. This report covers the years
2014 (from the start of the foundation) and 2015.

FINANCIAL POSITION 31 DECEMBER 2015
In short term available
Receivables
Cash and cash equivalents
Total current assets

€ 15,773
€ 169,533

Less: current liabilities
Working capital

€ 185,306
€ 16,872
€ 168,434

Fixed on long term
Tangible fixed assets

€ 5,322

Funded with on long term available assets
Funding occurred as follows
Reserve and funds
Long-term liabilities

€ 5,322
€ 173,756
€ 23,756
€ 150,000
€ 173,756
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BALANCE SHEET
31-12-2015

ASSETS
Fixed assets
Tangible fixed assets
Office equipment

€ 5,322

Current assets
Receivables
Trade receivables

€ 15,773

€ 5,322

€ 15,773

Cash and cash equivalents

€ 169,533

Total assets

€ 190,628

LIABILITIES
Reserves and funds
Continuity and development reserve

€ 23,756

Long term liabilities
Other debts

€ 150,000

Current liabilities
Accounts payable
Taxes and premiums social insurance
Other debts
Accrued liabilities

€ 2,165
€ 2,742
€ 8,965
€ 3,000

Total liabilities

€ 23,756
€ 150,000

€ 16,872
€ 190,628
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2014-2015
INCOME
Projects
Other income
Total income

€ 100,549
€ 145,921

EXPENSES
Wages and salaries
Social incurances
Other personnel costs
Depreciation tangible fixed assets
Selling costs
Office costs
General costs
Total expenses

€ 118,394
€ 11,719
€ 39,568
€ 605
€ 15,261
€ 7,867
€ 26,416

€ 246,470

€ 219,830

OPERATING RESULT

€ 26,640

Destination of the result
Addition to continuity and development reserve

€ 23,756
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