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Legal framework for 

arbitration – EAC States





Burundi

Legislation

• The principal national arbitration statute in Burundi is Law No. 

1/010 of 13 May 2004 incorporating Articles 337-370 of the Civil 

Procedure Code, which entered into force on 13 May 2004 

(CPC).

Institutions and Rules

• Centre Burundais d’Arbitrage et de Conciliation (‘CEBAC’)

Treaties

• ICSID Convention (entry into force: 5 December 1969)

http://www.droit-afrique.com/images/textes/Burundi/Burundi-Code-2004-procedure-civile.pdf




Kenya

Legislation

Arbitration Act No. 4 of 1995. The Act applies to both domestic and 

international arbitrations in Kenya and came into effect on 2 

January 1996 per Legal Notice 394 of 1995.

The Arbitration (Amendment) Act No. 11 was passed in 2009.

Institutions and Rules

The Chartered Institute of Arbitration, Kenya Branch

Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration

Treaties

New York Convention (entry into force: 11 May 1989)

ICSID Convention (entry into force: 2 February 1967)

https://web.archive.org/web/20141020181214/http:/www.ngotho.co.ke/ArbitrationAct.1995.2010.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20141020181343/http:/kenyalaw.org/kl/fileadmin/pdfdownloads/Acts/ArbitrationAmendmentAct_No.11of2009.pdf
http://www.ciarbkenya.org/




Rwanda

Legislation (Adopted UNCITRAL Model Law)

Code on Civil, Commercial, Labour and Administrative Procedure 

(No. 21/2012 of 14 June 2012)

Law No. 005/2008 of 14 December 2008

Institutions and Rules

Kigali International Arbitration Centre

Rules

Treaties

New York Convention (entry into force: 2009)

ICSID (entry into force: 1979)

http://www.kiac.org.rw/
http://www.kiac.org.rw/IMG/pdf/kiac_arbitration_rules_print.pdf




South Sudan

Legislation

Institutions and Rules

Treaties

• ICSID (entry into force: 2012)





Tanzania

Legislation

• Arbitration Act, Cap 15 Revised Edition 2002

Institutions and Rules

Treaties

• New York Convention (entry into force: 1965)

• ICSID (entry into force: 1992)

http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=244961




Uganda

Legislation (Adopted UNCITRAL Model Law)

Arbitration and Conciliation Act, Chapter 4, Laws of Uganda (2000), in 

effect from 19 May 2000, as amended by the Arbitration and Conciliation 

(Amendment) Act, No. 3 of 2008 (ACA)

Institutions and Rules

Treaties

New York Convention (entry into force: 2000)

ICSID (entry into force: 1966)

http://www.wipo.int/wipolex/en/text.jsp?file_id=170036
http://www.ulii.org/content/arbitration-conciliation-amendment-act






Role of Arbitral Institutions



• Robust legal services Case 

administration services

• Research and reference material

• Fast and reliable internet access

• Real-time transcription, simultaneous, 

translation, videoconferencing, etc.

• Adequate, purpose-built hearing rooms 

• Multi nationality, multi-lingual, 

multi disciplinary international 

arbitrators
• Favourable entry visa requirements.

• Direct flights from international cities.

• Hospitality world-class brands & 

attractions.

• Model Law and arbitration-friendly 

courts

• Competitive rates.

• Modern financial services

Arbitrators

Support

Technology

Rooms

Location

Price



Legal Services



Pre-Dispute Stage 1
.Nature of 

Contract 

.Type of Dispute 

resolution Model

.Negotiation of 

Dispute Clause

“You 

don’t get 

what you 

don’t ask 

for.” 

unknown



Pre-arbitration Stage 2
.Case Selection

.Selection of 

Counsel

.Selection of 

Arbitrator

“The key is not the 

will to win... 

everybody has that. 

It is the will to 

prepare to win that 

is important.” Bobby 

Knight



Arbitration Stage 3
Keeping the 

end in sight

Evidence & 

witnesses

Case cultural 

sensitivities

Keeping within 

the clause



Post - Arbitration Stage 4
Receipt of Award

Where to enforce 

or challenge

Settling the 

process costs

Grounds for 

Appeal against 

Arbitral Award 

and Setting 

Aside of Award



Nairobi Centre for Arbitration 
Rules, 2015



NCIA ARBITRATION 
RULES, 2015
Flexibility

Neutrality

Confidentiality

Predictability



Contact
Nairobi Centre for International Arbitration -

www.ncia.or.ke

Tel: +0771 293055

Co-op Bank Hse, Nairobi

www.ncia.or.ke

